One of the least known air arms to participate in the Second World
War and, incidentally, the Luftwaffe’s first ally, was the Air Force
of the Slovakian Republic. To refer to this force, with its
heterogeneous collection of obsolete aircraft, as an “ally’ of the
Luftwaffe is perhaps misleading, for although it ostensibly partici-
pated in the assault on Poland, and the propaganda of Doctor
Goebbels acclaimed the ‘victories’ of Slovak pilots over the
Soviet Union, in reality this diminutive air arm was something of
a thorn in Germany’s side.

The Avia B-534 biplane was the principal Slovakian fighter until 1942,
and was operational on the Russian Front.
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WHEN, AFTER MARCH 15, 1939, German forces had occupied
Bohemia and Moravia, dissolving the Czechoslovak Republic,
and had declared Slovakia to be an autonomous state, a small
Slovakian air arm was promptly established under Lufiwaffe
patronage; an air arm whose function was primarily that of
fostering the myth of the new-found Republic’s autonomy.
Formed from former Czech Air Force personnel of Slovak
origin, the air arm, on paper at least, comprised one Air Regiment
with six combat flights and a training flight, and its equipment
consisted solely of obsolete machines of Czech manufacture,
such as Avia B-534 fighter biplanes and Letov 5328 and Aero
A-100 reconnaissance bomber biplanes. Its only other operational
machines were single examples of the Bloch M.B.200 and the
Avia B-71, a licence-built version of the Tupolev SB-2.

ASSAULT ON POLAND
In July, 1939, the Slovak President Tiso agreed to Lufrwaffe
bomber squadrons moving into the Slovak airfields of Spisska
Nova Ves and Piestany in preparation for the assault on Poland,
and when this campaign opened, Slovak Air Force units made one
or two desultory attacks on Polish targets in support of the
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Luftwaffe, including a bombing raid on Tarnopol, but the
combination of obsolete equipment and lack of enthusiasm on
the part of the Slovak crews was hardly expected to give aus-
picious results. By the end of 1940, the Slovak Air Force
comprised a Reconnaissance Wing with three squadrons, Nos. 1,
2 and 3 based at Zilina, Spisska Nova Ves, and Nitra, a Fighter
Wing comprising Nos. 11 and 13 squadrons at Piestany and No. 12
Squadron at Spisska Nova Ves for the aerial defence of Bratislava,
a Technical Wing, and a Reserve Wing. At the end of July 1941,
all six operational squadrons were transferred to the Russian
Front, but by late October, the Letov $-328s and Avia B-534s
had proved incapable of operating under winter conditions and
were returned to Slovakia. Fighting on the Kiev sector, the
Avia B-534 fighters hardly distinguished themselves in combat,
losing only one pilot—and he deserted to the Russians with his
aircraft.

By 1942, even the training equipment of the Slovak Air Force,
which comprised such types as the Praga E-39s and E-241s, and
Avia B-122s, was in serions need of replacement, and thirty
Klemm K1 35B, thirty Focke-Wulf Fw 44 Steiglitz, thirty Gotha
Go 145, and six Arado Ar 96B trainers were acquired, together
with ten Caudron C-445 Goeland crew trainers. New operational
equipment was also delivered to Slovakia in the shape of ten
Savoia-Marchetti S.M.84bis tri-motor bombers, fourteen Focke-
Wulf Fw 189 reconnaissance aircraft, ten Fieseler Fi 156C
Storch A.O.P. machines, two Heinkel He 111H bombers and
fourteen Messerschmitt Bf 109E fighters. For transport duties,
two Ju 2/3m and six Junkers W.34 aircraft were obtained.

CRACK SQUADRON TRAINED IN GERMANY

In the meantime, another fighter squadron, No. 14, had been
formed from Slovakian personnel known to approve of the new
regime. Trained in Germany and equipped with the Bf 109E,
the squadron became operational on the southern sector of the
Russian Front, moving as far forward as Maikop in the Caucasus,
but losing all its aircraft in the subsequent retreat as a result of
an inexplicable shortage of fuel discovered when the unit was
ordered to vacate its base. The squadron was subsequently re-
equipped with Bf 109G fighters, providing air cover for the so-
called Slovak Fast Division in the Crimea in the Spring of 1943,
but by this time the morale of the personnel was low and litile
sympathy remained for the Slovak government or their German
allies. Thus, although Dr. Goebbels claimed that Slovak pilots
had shot down one hundred and fifty-four aircraft on the Russian
front, they had, in fact, avoided combat whenever possible,
reported fictitions kills, and, moreover, put twenty-seven Bf 109s
out of action by deliberate mishandling.

By this time, some personnel had defected to the Russians
while, on April 18, 1943, five Slovak N.C.O.s had succeeded, by
means of a ruse, in stealing the one and only Avia B-71 which they
flew to Turkey without incident, subsequently reaching Egypt
where they joined one of the Czech Air Force units operating with
the Allies. No. 3 Squadron was transferred to the Crimea where it
retrained on the Heinkel He 111 in 1943, and the Slovak Air
Force now possessed some four thousand personnel divided be-
tween the fighter, bomber and reconnaissance squadrons, the
flying school at Banska Bystrica, the Air Force Depot at Mokrad,
and the Air Force Headquarters at Trencin.

Pilots of a Slovakian Bf 109E-equipped fighter squadron at Piestany in the autumn of 1943.
Slovakian fighter pilots deliberately evaded combat with the Russians and put many Bf [09s

out of action by deliberate mishandling.
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(Top, right) A Messerschmitt Bf 109E of the Slovakian Air Force. The
blue cross with the red disc superimpased formed the national emblem.
(Centre) The American Stinson used as the personal aircraft of Slovakia’s
Minister of National Defence, General Catlos, and (bottom) a Slevakian
Praga E-241 trainer.

The air arm was commanded by General S. Jurech and at the
peak of its strength never possessed more than some seventy-
eighty first-line aircraft. By the beginning of 1944, the defection
of personnel had increased to an alarming degree until, on
August 31st, the ‘Slovak Naticnal Uprising’ began. Thirty-eight
Slovak Air Force aircraft carrying 108 Slovak personnel promptly
crossed the lines and landed at Soviet airfields, while others
began attacking the German forces. The Slovak Air Force had
existed for little more than five years; five vears of constant
headaches for the German air mission which, based at
Bratislava, had the task of supervising the small air arm.

In the background of this photo taken at Piestany during
the winter of 1942-43 may be seen two of the Slovakian
Air Force’s Caudron Goelands.




